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Unole Sam's Forest Rangers! 
THEME 0.45 
Surrounding the town of Newington, New Hampshire, is a forest 
which the town 4tself owns. For more than two and a quarter 
centuries - two hunitred and thirty-two years to be exaci = this 
publicly owned local woodland has played a definite part in the 


life of Newington and ite inhabitants. It has supplied material: 


tc help build the village church, parsonage, town hall, school, 
and library. In late years it has furnished pl.nke and timbers 
for bridges and similar improvements, and for years ‘\as supplied 
cord=wood to heqat the public buildings during the winter. Now 
it lends foroe in varied ways to the local war effort, and the 
people. of Newington, New Hampshire, who have used and enjoyed 

this forest for so many years may be very proud of their splend< 
accomplishment 4n forest conservatione «+. Well, it's tine for 


‘another visit with our Friends on the Pine Cone Nations. Forest. 
At the Ranger Station we find Ranger Jim Robbins and Bess, and 


his assistant, Jerry Quick, and Jerry's sweetheart, ary 
Halloway, planning how they should spend a pleasant Sunday in 
Here they aveccese 

LOOK, folks. Do we have to go anywhere? hy can't we just stay 
right here, and take it easy? Good gravy, this is the first 
time since I don't know when that we've all had a Sunday free 
to just relax. | 

Oh, it's too nice outeide to stay in the house, Jerry. 
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Page & 
Yes, I'd like to get away, somewhere, anywhere, just for a 
little while. | 
(CHUCKLES) Seems like there's no rest for the weary, Jerry. 
What's the matter, son? Our timber sales gettin’ youd? 
Well, I did put in a kinda hard week out in the woods, <im. 
And besides, I sat in on those defense meetings Wednesdey and 
Friday night and.e.e fl 
Why Jerry Quick! We've all been working hard lately. Mrs, 
Robbing and I with our Red Cross work, sewing and first aid 
Classes, and all, and Mr, Robbing with hie regular work end his 
defense board eotivities. Why, you sound as though you were 
the only one around here who,oee 
Now, Mary! We'll stay right here if Jerryses. 
Whoal Whet in the world did I etert now? I was only thinking 


about saving the rubber on Jim's tires, see? If we wen: 


anywhere rwe'd have to take the car and eee. 


I don't see why, Jerry. We sould walk, couldn't we? Do us 


good after that dinner we just had. 


(GROANS) Walk, did you say? 

Yes, that's whrt we';l do. ‘We'y1 take a walk. 

I think that's a splendid 1dea, Jim. And I know just the place 
we Gan Visit this afternoon. Our new town forset area. The 


Vistory Forest. 
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The San Wing Vistory Forest, Bess. Don't forget it was Sam 
who finally convinced the Business Men's Club that we ought to 
have a community forest and it was Sam who made the first real 
contribution for it. 
Gosh, that's a whale of a long hike. 
Well, you gan just stay heré by yourself, Mister Jerry. I, for 
one, want to see the forest. 
O. K. O. Ke You wines... I'll go along. Anything for unity 
at a Gime like this. 
Now you're telking, Jerry. If there's any one thing that's 
important these daye it's unity. Unity of purpose, unity of 
action. | 
Suppose we all get our aoats and get started, then. 
There's one more Little observation I want to make, Beas, ani 
then we'll hike, 
You have the floor, Professor Robbing. 
Rush, Jerry! | 
Well, I was just thinking.... Notice how the four of us here 
kinda want to be together every chance we get? Well, I guess 
that seme thing's happening to Amerigan families all over. if 
the war's done anything it's made the family more solid than 
in years. 
Yes, JIm, I've thought of that. And all these civilian defense 
activities and meetings that folks go to have brought about a 
neighborliness that's «.. well, that's actually inspiring. 
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Page Be) 
RRY : _ (IMPATIENT) Well, if we're going to walk. let's walk... Before 
% i get unneighborly and pull out of this happy family circle. 


ALL LAUGH CUT 
PAUSE 
BESS: (FADING IN) So this 1s the Sam Wing Victory Forest. 


Jz : Only a part of it, Besa. There's a lot more land beyond that 

a hill there. About 800 acres in all. Winding Creek's got 
something here the town's goin' to be mighty proud of some day. 
And Sam Wing is largely responsible with his generous» 
contribution. That wae wonderful. 
Yes, and since Sem started the ball rolling other folks have 
made contributions, mostly in land lying alongside the criginal 
tract. 
Tell me, Mr. Robbins, what are the next steps to be taken now 
that the town has the land for a public forest. 

: ‘ Let me explain, Jim... You see, Mary, firet of all a simple 

' plan of management's got to be ma@e for the foreet. The State 

Forest Service ie going to pitch in and help on thet score. 
Yeah, Mary, that's right. The forest's got to be protected from 
fire. That will be the first and most important point in the 
plane Then, there's got to be some planting done here, and 


maybe some thinning in a few spots where the young stuff's 
coming in too thick for good growth, and maybe some pruning in 
the pines as they come along in size. 

JERRY: And the plan will also provide for keeping livestock out of the 
forest and set up a defense against insect and fungous eittacks. 
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Page G. 
I understand, Mary, that if the work warrants it, a professional 
- forestry man may even be employed. 
‘Yeah, but before then everybody'll be pitchin' in to make this 
community forest a success —- the Bueiness Club men, the Ladiva 
Club, and the Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts and Camp Fire (irls.... 
It'll be a real community forest. Set up for the people, for 
the use and enjoyment of all the folke around. 
And managed by the people too, Jim. Don't forget that. Like 
our own Pine Cone National Forest, there's goin' to be tree 
cro>s produced here for all time. 
Yep. Timber to be cut sensibly to provide income end jobe; a 
forest that youngsters of the town oan study in and play in; 
nd & home for animals and birds. 
dee JERRY: Yeah. Just like a small-sized edition of our National Forest 
(166 MARY: Why, you're all eo thrilled about this forcet. And you wanted 
ret to stay home, Jerry, didn't you? But you're just as excited — 


es the rest of us. 

Well, uh, TI cos 

Seoms like someboyd elee is paying a Sunday visit to the new 
town forest. | 
Who, Jim? Where? 

Oh, you mean tht little old lady down there in thet opening, 
Mr. Robbina? 

Yeah, she keeps standing there, looking at us as if maybe she 
doesn't know whether or not she's got a right to be there, 
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Page 7 
Let's go end talk to her, Jim. She does seem a bit unce:-tzin, 
All right, Bess. Let's go. 
Wonder whet she's got in that newspaper bundle? 
Don't be so nosey, Jerry. 
Well, a feller can wonder, can't he? 
Hello there! 
(UNCERTAIN) Good day te ail of you. 
I'm Jim Robbins. This is Mrs. Robbins and Jerry Quick and Mary 
Helloway. 
How do you do? I'm Mrs. King. Martha Kinge From Leesville, 


: up in the norfi part of the county. 


Hello Mre. King. 

Io... I'm not sure I've come to the right place. This ig. the 

eee the Victory Forest I read about in the paper last week, ain’: 
it? : 

Yes, Mes. King. This 16 part of the new Sam Wing Victory Forest. 
I¢'s public, ain't 1t? I meana person's got a right to come 
here, ain't they? 

Of course, Mrs. King, of course. You've got ae much rignt here 


as anybody. This is as much your forest as anybody's. 


That's whet the paper said. That thie was goin’ to be a con.... 


& comunity forest and folks were welcome to come here and help 
build it up. 


Yes, that's the idea all right, Mrs. King. 
Then you reokon At will be all right Mister... uh, Mister.ec. 
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Robbins is the name. Jim Robbins, 
You reokon it would be all right then if I was to plant a 
Little pine tree I got with me here in this newspaper, )ir. 
Robbins? ; 
So that's what it is. A little pine tree, 
I can't see how anybody could object to that, Mrs. King. In 
fact, planting trees is being encouraged a lot these days. And 
we ure need some more trees in this town forest. | 
| Well, then, I'11 just get to work and plant my tree here. 
This place will be all right, won't it? 
Yes indeed. It's pretty bare along here and it's a good Bpot 
for pine. | 
That's just what I thought. Now, 1f you'll excuse me.;.. 
Why don't you let us help you, Mrs. King? Mr. Robbins and 
Jerry are both forest rangers and they've planted many, many 
treese 
We'll be glad to help you, Mra. King. Did you bring along a 
shovel? 
You're all mighty kind, but I got to plant this tree my ow 
self. I can just scoop out a place with my hands. The ground's 
not hard... I oan manege all right. | | 
Meybe .... maybe we ought to leave, Jim. Maybe Mrs. King would 
rather be alone here, and plant her tree by herself. 
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Page © 
Oh, no. Please don't go away, Mrs. Robbins. You folks are good. 
fohks and ... well, I'd like for you to watch me. You can tell 
me if I'm doin’ it wrong. 
Here, put this paper, (CRACKLING PAPER) under your knees, Mra. 
King. It's a little damp. Y 
Thank you, Miee.... You reckon I've got this hole scraped out 
Geep enough now, Mr. Robbins? 
Yes, that's plenty deep. Just keep those roots spread cut and 
Gown so you don't cramp ‘em. That's right. Now pull the loose 
dirt 4n around them. Fines. 
Better press that earth good and eo014d4 now, Mrs. King. 
Yea, I know.... Thereese.. It doew look pretty, don't it? 
. know your little tree will grow fine, Mrs. King. 
Thank yous.. That's what I want it to do. You see, I wanted 
to plant it for my boy, Roger. | 
Oh! He couldn't come himeelf? 
No, matam. Roger's not with me any more. 
That's too bad, ma'am. 
Yes, we're go sorry. 
He died servin' his country, Roger did. Last weeke.. ‘This 
littis tree's one of a batch he plantee out back of the barn 
last year. Seein's how he die@ for his country I kinda thought 
it'd be nice to have a tree for him here in this Victory Forest. 
Was hess... was your son with the boys at Pearl Harbor or some 
other place, Mra. King? 
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Page 1.0 
No, sir. Roger weren't no sailor or soldier. He was to young 
for that, with him only fifteen. 
But you eaid he gave hie life in the service of hie country. 
Well, I abe sorta feel like he did. You see, Roger was just a 
farm lad. But he was quite a mechanic, an' he knew all the ins 
and outa of farm machinery, he Gia, and after the war started, 
he worked day and night. Helpin' everybody miles around 
whenever they needed help with their broken down farm equipment 
Whenver he got called to fix a neightbor's tractor or the like 
he'd swell tp like a peacock anf say how he was helpin' to win 
the war by keepin' things rolling. One night last week he... 
he. ces ; 
Maybe, if you'd rather not explain, Mra. Kingece 
Well he got this call to fix a traetor dow at 5111 Peter's 
place... He never got there, though. You see, theré was an 
acoident, and.e. IZ reokon a person's got a right, ain't they, 
to say that a boy like that, workin' day and night, cheerfully 
and willin'ly to help keep things rollin', ... to say that he 
fave his life for his country? . 
Yes, Mre. King. A perfect right to aay so. Your son Roger was 
a hero and a fighting man, to my way of thinking. ‘There's 
battlefields te be fought on here, you know, besides those on 
foreign shores. 
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Page J.1 
Any of our listeners who are interested in the development of 
local public foreste can get a copy of @ booklet on "Community 
Forests" published by the Forest Service. dust address a 
postcerd to the Forest Service, U + 5. Department of 
Agriovlture, Washington, D. C. and ask for the booklet “Communi' 
Forests" ... Uncle Sam's Forest Rangers has been a presentation 
of the Blue Network, with the cooperation of the Forest Service 
United States Department of Agriculture. 
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